
West Valley’s Fall 2019 Fact Book 
 
History  
 
West Valley College is a public California Community College located in Silicon Valley, in the city 
of Saratoga, just west of San Jose.  For over 50 years, West Valley College has offered career 
certificate and degree programs for Silicon Valley’s job market and academic degree programs 
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Student Enrollment Data  
 
For the past decade, West Valley College’s student headcounts and course enrollments have 
continued to decline.   
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Since Fall 2013, 54.4% of students have been female, 44.6% were male, and less than 1% were 
unknown.  These percentages are similar to the national averages.   
 

 
 
 
Over the past six academic years, white students as a percentage of the total headcount has 
declined from 42.9% to 35.5% while Asian students’ percentage has increased from 17% to 
21.4% and Hispanic students’ percentage has increased from 19.6% to 23%.   
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Each academic year, approximately 30% of students receive financial aid.  This percentage has 
been consistent for the past six years.   
 
In the past six years, online course offerings have grown.  In the last two years, online course 
sections comprised 23% of all course sections.   
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Student Academic Achievement  
 
The table below shows the grade point averages (GPA) by ethnicity for the past six years.  Numbers under the “Enrolled” columns are not student 
headcounts; they are enrollments (e.g., a student in one course is one enrollment, a student in three courses comprises three enrollments).  Course 
GPAs for the college have increased slightly since 2013-14.  Asians and whites had the highest GPAs while Africans, Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and 
American Indians had the lowest averages.   
 

GPA by Ethnicity, 2013-14 – 2018-19 
 

 
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 Total Overall 

  En
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The table below shows the course pass rates by age group for the past six years.  The overall pass rates for the college have increased a few 
percentage points.  In the past two years, those 35 and above have the highest pass rates.     
 

Course Pass Rates by Age Group, 2013-14 – 2018-19 
 

 
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 Total  Total  

  Enrolled  Passed  Enrolled  Passed  Enrolled  Passed  Enrolled  Passed  Enrolled  Passed  Enrolled  Passed  Enrolled Passed 
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The table below shows the degrees and certificates awarded by ethnicity for the past six years.  Whites earned the most awards, followed by multi-
ethnic, then Hispanics and Asians.  Africans, Pacific Islanders, and American Indians had the lowest number of awards.   
 

Awards by Ethnicity, 2013-14 – 2018-19 
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African 26 23 33 28 17 33 160 

Amer Indian 
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The table below shows the degrees and certificates awarded by age group for the past six years.  






